MEET THE AUTHORS DIRECTORY:

A Resource for All Author Events
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	Vincent Dacquino, who is a published author, is the moderator of the writers group whose members will share their works with the public at any “Meet the Author” event. Please feel free to use the following directory to find an author for your program.
Photo and article courtesy of Jeremy Brown.
	


Dating back a century to the days when the Mahopac Library was a converted ice cream parlor, groups of writers and thinkers have been dreaming about gathering once a week to share their work. During the last decade, that dream has become a reality. Much of that time, the writing group has remained one of the library's best-kept secrets. Unless you happened upon the weekly mention of the meeting posted on the library's calendar (as this writer did a year ago), the only way to find out about the group was to hear about it from a member or from Andy Campbell, a co-founder of the group. Now, those days are over. After a decade in relative anonymity, the Mahopac Public Library Writer's Group is about to go public with other area writers.

"Meet the Authors," is a three-hour event sponsored by the writers' group. The evening offers people a chance to meet with the writers in the group, hear about their works and, in some cases, purchase signed copies of the writers' published work. 

"They'll have the opportunity to understand what motivates writers to write and how pieces go from the small grain of an idea to a finished novel, short story or poem," said Vincent Dacquino, who is himself a published author.


The first hour of the event is a free-form session, in which attendees walk around and view the written works on display, as well as talk with the writers themselves. After that, there is a forum where the writers share their work with the group and talk a bit about the craft. Following the open forum, attendees of the event have a second chance to meet the authors personally and purchase books.
For Dacquino, who founded the group in 1998, this kind of night has been a long time coming.

"It's something I've always wanted to do but I was never quite sure that I had the right group, and now, with so many of the writers publishing their own books, it's the perfect opportunity," he said. "We've always had good writers, but we didn't always have a lot of published writers. Now, that number has grown considerably."

Dacquino credits the growth in the ranks of those who have been published with the rise of such self-publishing services as Lulu and the Amazon-sponsored CreateSpace, which have opened the doors for writers and allowed their works to reach an audience without having to go through the agent/publisher system that has barred the way for so long. With the rise of online book sales, self-published books can now reside comfortably alongside major-market books with ease, he noted.

"I go online to Barnes and Noble.com and the three books I published with CreateSpace are right there with the three books I published with traditional publishers. No one knows the difference or cares," he said.

The Writer's Group itself had its beginnings back in 1998, when Dacquino decided to create a safe haven where writers could share their works in progress without fear of harsh criticism or mockery. "When I originally started this," he recalled, "the whole idea was to take closet writers, people who had been writing but who were afraid to pull it out of the bottom drawer, and give them confidence and courage to continue."

Today, the Group numbers more than twenty-five regular members and a recurring cast of floaters, who drift in and out like guest stars on a popular sitcom. The members range from architects to teachers, homemakers, court stenographers and magazine editors. There's even an Emmy winner in the group, in the form of Janus Adams, a writer and NPR host who has authored the African-American history trilogy Glory Days, Freedom Days and Sister Days as well as created the BackPax children's book and audio series. "She used to travel all the way from New York City every Thursday just to attend the group!" Dacquino said with a smile.

As of now, the dream for "Meet the Authors" is that it will be a first-annual event and open doors not only for new members but also for readers who might be interested in learning about what actually goes into creating a book, short story, poem or article. "The writers want to know what readers read and the readers want to know how writers write," Dacquino said. "After all, readers and writers are a team."
Librarians and group leaders are encouraged to use the MEET THE WRITERS DIRECTORY to choose authors for their organizations and group functions. In addition to being great writers, many of these authors are also great speakers.
Vincent T. Dacquino

845-519-6493 (H)

845-206-7703 (C)

VTD1234@aol.com 

Go to www.vincentdacquino.com for books published

Will speak most any time and any where about history, Sybil Ludington,

Hauntings, bullying, tolerance, writing books for young adults

Janus Adams

ja@janusadams.com 

Barry Antokolitz
845-278-5997

jcln@yahoo.com
Mia Brech

Stewart319@aol.com
845-628-6686

Will be happy to speak when/if my book is published.

Jeremy Brown

845-282-8093

914-806-059jkbwriting@gmail.com
Novel: Calling Off Christmas

Non-fiction: Stevie wonder, Ursula LeGuin; Amelia Ehrhart

Available for all speaking engagements
Robert Brown Butler 

845-628-0364
robert3butler@gmail.com
One of the most prolific architectural authors in America, Mr. Butler has written six acclaimed books on architecture for major publishers (five by McGraw-Hill) altogether totalling more than 3,800 pages. His seventh book, recently published, is for laymen and is titled Architecture Laid Bare!, a synopsis of which appears on Amazon.com. Mr. Butler is an outstanding public speaker and will lecture "anytime anywhere" about architecture, particularly how it relates to the interests and needs of laymen.
Gina Charles

845-635-9866 (H)

gina@ginacharles.com
SHIFT HAPPENS, A Laypersons Guide To Awakening, written and illustrated by Gina Charles, is a product of three decades of metaphysical practices and inquiry. By way of empowering insight and witty illustrations, Charles points to the inner shifts that result in Conscious expansion, that is the next step in human evolution. The key to our best life has been in our back pocket all along. For more, see: www.ginacharles.com
 Victor D. Chase
Science Writer

(914) 243-0585

www.victordchase.com
vicdc@verizon.net
My book is: Shattered Nerves: How Science Is Solving Modern Medicine's Most Perplexing Problem. It is published by Johns Hopkins University Press. A detailed description appears on my Web Site. And yes, I would be delighted to accept any and all speaking engagements. I have a PowerPoint presentation that I have given about my book on several occasions.

Joseph Chiudina

845-621-5092

Gentlevoice2@aol.com
Novel: Book ‘O Joe: Twenty-five eye-opening short stories

Will speak about being a writer

Dana Mann-Chipkin
serendipitousaura@yahoo.com
845-553-0963 (C)**

845-225-1562 (H)

Author, Successful Freelance Court Reporting and Views From The Observation Deck (Love)

(both found on Amazon.com)

Available for speaking engagements regarding writing, poetry, court reporting, inspirational writing, public speaking itself, and currently in the process of publishing children's books and a complete series of "Views From The Observation Deck" on different subjects.
Mary Crescenzo

 914 737 3377 (O)

914 907 9381 (C) 

email:  contact@marycrescenzo.com
go to www.marycrescenzo.com
author; poet; playwright; Jazz singer; Independent Casting Director; Arts Facilitator/Teaching Artist/Cultural Worker 

 Will speak on Alzheimer's Awareness and Care Through the Arts; Respite for Caregivers Through the Arts; The Art and Business of Show Business; Community Empowerment through the Arts. Art in the Alzheimer's Wing - a collection of poems in the voices of Alzheimer's patients

 Plays:  Planet A - A drama about the inner world of Alzheimer's patients and those who care for them.  The Tram:  What happens when two Italian American women's lives collide on the Roosevelt Island Tram?
S.T. Davis
whatsnew@stdavisauthor.com
Book:  Musket and Mobcap (middle-grade to Adult, historical fiction) 

Topic Sybil Ludington and Enoch Crosby ( Colonial Times and the Revolutionary War)

____________________________________________________________________________

Renee Fleury
845-661-7468
kepri.stonechambers@gmail.com
www.kelticenergy.org
I'll talk any time on local history, stone chambers, and the paranormal (particularly local legend).  I also do reptile education programs.

H.L. Fullerton
rte118@aol.com
Writes short speculative fiction.

"Don't Look," Brain Harvest (online magazine), November 2010. 

http://www.brainharvestmag.com/2010/11/dont-look/
"Twilight's Last Gleaming," Triangulation: Last Contact (anthology), PARSEC Ink.

 "Not Your Type," Bards & Sages Quarterly (forthcoming 2012).

 "The Fish Are There on Land," FISH (anthology), Dagan Books (forthcoming 2012).
Willing to speak/topics to be discussed

Steve Haggerty

914-776-8827

StephenHaggrty@yahoo.com
Jennifer Kohn

845-526-2620 (H)

914-925-7645 (C)

jenkko@optonline.net
Completed several children's books; currently working on novel;
Not available for public speaking at this time

Rosemary Lajoie

845-279-8866

No email- please call

Will speak on poetry

Bob Mayer
22 Stephen Smith Drive
Putnam Valley, NY 10579
845-528-0726 (H)

914-980-2849 (C)
springfvr9@aol.com
Articles published: (The Asylum Base Ball Club in Baseball- A Journal of the Early Game - MacFarland & Co. and A Shirt Tale - Mahopac News).  Several other stories written about:  Willard Mains – “The Windham Wonder (Minor Leagues First 300 Game Winner)”, “Charles ‘Chief’ Zimmer” (Major League catcher 1884-1903 also played with Poughkeepsie in 1886), “Brewster's Crack Baseball Team of 1886”, “The Waterbury Base Ball Club - 1884 Connecticut State League Champions”, and “Billy "The Kid" Ostrom - Poughkeepsie's Star Player 1936-1959.” I am wiling to speak on the history of baseball.

Sheila McGlarry

914.806.8765 Cell

914.930.7814 Home

Sheilama3@aol.com
 I will be willing to speak once my book is published,  In Mourning...The Loss of a Living Child: A parent’s emotional struggle of dealing with teen addict.

Peter Meskin

914-245-7693 H

914-715-4068 C

captsail@verizon.net
See: The Life and Art of Mort Meskin to see my

comic book artist dad who was also a fine artist

with many abilities and styles.

Kathy O'Donnell
Katonahparanormal@aol.com
April Ozc
914-471-1400

Ozcan@hotmail.com
Margi Picciano

845-661-8276

mpiccian@aol.com
Will speak on the art of self publishing

Shirley Porter

845-628-3441

Wporter2@verizon.net
Author of Grandmother Goose Stories

Margaret Rowan

845-628-2910.
MLinda4@aol.com
Novel in progress

Saskia Shakin 

845 621 6545 h.

917 330 1238 c.

Saskia@thekeynotecoach.com
www.TheKeynoteCoach.com
Don Smith
845-278-9161
naksivy@aol.com
Will speak on ADD/ADHD and homosexuality

Milton Louis Steinberg

159 Underhill Ln

Peekskill NY 10566

(914) 930-8284

msteinberg@fordham.edu
Publications:

Novel-DROP OF A HAT, 2011

Short Story-NO RECORD MACHINE in DOTLIT, 2006

Short Story-DENNIS REMINISCE in PRIMETIME, 2009
 Yes, I will accept any and all speaking engagements. Money is not my objective.
Mike Troy   -   11/14

Carmelink@aol.com
845-225-4650

cell 914-621-8174

 okay on the Meet The Authors sessions;

not-ready-for-prime-time on giving speeches, etc yet
Dianne Vinopoll 

845-225-1162 fax

845-216-0720 

Working on my first book. I would be glad to speak to people about my book as well as our group. I am very comfortable w/speaking to people, especially young readers and writers.

Wally Wood

(203) 304-2207

wally@woodwriters.com
Go to www.woodwriters.com for books published.

An experienced speaker, will be delighted to talk about ghost-writing, 

teaching writing in Fishkill CF, how to self-publish, Japan, or all four.

Donald Wortzman
wortzman@gmail.com 
914-610-9000
I have given dozens of talks at various venues, including book stores,
libraries, restaurants, as well as organization, such as Rotary clubs.
My presentation centers on all aspects of the emerging process of
self-publishing.  My talk also includes my motivation for becoming an
author, and a little about my books, especially the thriller which is
of more general interest. I have found that there are many people with
a story to share, but don’t know how to get started. My two books: Daughters of Ishtar and The Gyroverse are available from all booksellers:
__________________________________________________________________________

 Bob Zaslow
845-628-1081 (H)

914-310-7299 (C)

rzaslow2@gmail.com
Go to www.1morepage.com to see videos of my plays and hear excerpts from my most recent full-length musical play, The Seed of Abraham. 
I am in the process of publishing a book of ten of my one-act plays entitled, Exit Laughing.

I will speak evenings in the New York area about play-writing, comedy writing, teaching writing to children, and using rhyme and rap to effectively teach almost any subject to children.

