	Writers to share work with public at 'Meet the Authors' in Mahopac
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	Vincent Dacquino, who is a published author, is the moderator of the writers group whose members will share their works with the public at the “Meet the Author” event on Oct. 6. Photo courtesy of Jeremy Brown.
	


Dating back a century to the days when the Mahopac Library was a converted ice cream parlor, a group of writers and thinkers have been gathering every Thursday night to share their work. And for much of that time, the group has remained one of the library's best-kept secrets. Unless you happened upon the weekly mention of the meeting posted on the library's calendar (as this writer did a year ago), the only way to find out about the group was to hear about it from a member. Now, those days are over. After a decade in relative anonymity, the Mahopac Public Library Writer's Group is about to go public.

At 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 6, the library will be hosting "Meet the Authors," a three-hour event sponsored by the writers' group. The evening will offer people a chance to meet with the writers in the group, hear about their works and, in some cases, purchase signed copies of the writers' published work. 

"They'll have the opportunity to understand what motivates writers to write and how pieces go from the small grain of an idea to a finished novel, short story or poem," said Vincent Dacquino, who is he moderator of the group and himself a published author,

The first hour of the event will be a free-form session, in which attendees will be able to walk around and view the written works on display, as well as talk with the writers themselves. After that, there will be forum where the writers will share their work with the group and talk a bit about the craft. Following the open forum, attendees of the event will have a second chance to meet the authors personally and purchase books.
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For Dacquino, who founded the group in 1998, this night has been a long time coming.

"It's something I've always wanted to do but I was never quite sure that I had the right group, and now, with so many of the writers publishing their own books, it's the perfect opportunity," he said. "We've always had good writers, but we didn't always have a lot of published writers. Now, that number has grown considerably."

Dacquino credits the growth in the ranks of those who have been published with the rise of such self-publishing services as Lulu and the Amazon-sponsored CreateSpace, which have opened the doors for writers and allowed their works to reach an audience without having to go through the agent/publisher system that has barred the way for so long. With the rise of online book sales, self-published books can now reside comfortably alongside major-market books with ease, he noted.

"I go online to Barnes and Noble.com and the three books I published with CreateSpace are right there with the three books I published with traditional publishers. No one knows the difference or cares," he said.

The Writer's Group itself had its beginnings back in 1998, when Dacquino decided to create a safe haven where writers could share their works in progress without fear of harsh criticism or mockery. "When I originally started this," he recalled, "the whole idea was to take closet writers, people who had been writing but who were afraid to pull it out of the bottom drawer, and give them confidence and courage to continue."

Today, the Group numbers more twenty-five regular members and a recurring cast of floaters, who drift in and out like guest stars on a popular sitcom. The members range from architects to teachers, homemakers, court stenographers and magazine editors. There's even an Emmy winner in the group, in the form of Janus Adams, a writer and NPR host who has authored the African-American history trilogy Glory Days, Freedom Days and Sister Days as well as created the BackPax children's book and audio series. "She used to travel all the way from New York City every Thursday just to attend the group!" Dacquino said with a laugh.

As of now, the dream for "Meet the Authors" is that it will be a first-annual event and open doors not only for new members but also for readers who might be interested in learning about what actually goes into creating a book, short story, poem or article. "The writers want to know what readers read and the readers want to know how writers write," Dacquino said. "After all, readers and writers are a team."
